SOCIAL   CHANGES
invested money in securities, and indulged in speculation. They
alone occupied all the lucrative professions, which the nobility
refused to enter. They even profited by the rise in the price of
agricultural produce, which raised the rents for which their lands
were leased. They rapidly increased in wealth and became more
numerous, as a result of the newly-enriched families that entered
their ranks. They adopted the fashion of visits to the seaside and
travelling for pleasure, the foreign origin of which is shown by the
barbarous French formation tourisme (tourist travel). Dreading
Socialism, as the nobility had dreaded revolution, the bourgeoisie
rallied to the support of religion, which it regarded as an instru-
ment of social order for the defence of property. It supported the
clergy by its money and influence, without returning to the old
faith, or even to the regular practice of religion.
The new conditions of life had not produced such a strong
reaction upon the lower classes. Neither the shopkeepers nor the
artisans (who formed the largest section of the population classi-
fied as commercial and industrial in the census) had made any
notable changes in their way of living. But the progress of me-
chanical industry on a large scale had caused the disappearance of
most of the home-weavers and increased the number of workmen
concentrated in large establishments. Yet most of the Parisian
workers were still employed in individual workshops, and it was
these who, disappointed with the means proposed by Socialist
theorists for bettering their position, started a campaign for ob-
taining liberty of association, trade unions (known as chambres
syndicates}) and technical education. The labour movement in
France did not start among the proletariat created by the me-
chanical age; it was the work of workmen of superior status, engaged
in individual work after the fashion of French craftsmen. After
a severe crisis of depression the prosperous condition of industry
during the second half of the Empire had raised wages, and wine
and meat began to be regular articles of consumption among the
workmen,
The rise in the prices of agricultural produce was advantageous
to the peasants, especially to those who owned their own land, but
these formed no more than a third of the whole, and, moreover,
their land was often burdened with debt and mortgages. Tenant
farmers and m&taym were becoming more numerous and entering
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